The Red Arrows

Members and guests of the Denbigh and District Probus Club enjoyed their September meeting with another wonderful meal at Tweedmill, St Asaph, followed by a talk presented by Derek Arnold. 

Derek was born and bred on the Wirral and is still there.
He started off in Lairds shipyard and ended up in the Merchant Navy until being blown up in an explosion. 

Later he worked all over the country and retired early to assist in the role of grandparents. As his grandchildren eventually flew the nest, watching Coronation Street every night nearly drove him up the wall until he was asked by the local scouts’ leader to give the boys a stirring talk. This was enjoyed by both parties and motivated him to give numerous talks to a variety of groups which he still does.

Derek gave members an insight to the history, formation, and development of The Red Arrows jet acrobatic team.

He explained how the team started at the end of the Second World War but there was a shortage of conscripted men as many were released and others went to work for civil airlines.

The new type of jet plane at that time needed hotshot pilots and all air stations were asked to put on a show around the Battle of Britain day, however the public were not that impressed as they had seen that type of flying during the war.

Air Commodore Roger Topp was recruited and he developed the Royal Air Force's Black Arrows aerobatic display team, which was the forerunner and inspiration for the world-famous Red Arrows. Topp commanded the Black Arrows from 1956 to 1958, and his squadron's impressive aerobatic displays influenced the creation of the Red Arrows in 1965.

There was early competition from other countries including the French and Swiss but it was the Americans who had striking blue planes with dark flashes and pilots in matching flying suits as the main competition.

The performance of the Black Arrows in the Paris Airshow impressed everyone and the British stole the show.

Over the years that followed, there was a change of planes from the Hawker Hunter, the electric plane, Jet Provost and the Folland Gnat which were the first ones painted red with a red, white and blue tail and lightening flash on the nose – the Red Arrows were born in 1965!!

Then came the BA Hawks which are the type still in use today.

The pilots have specially made red flying suits and are named Red 1, Red 2 etc and if you see displays it is the Red 6 and 7 when they come towards you that peel off and do circles around the rest of the planes. When crossovers are performed, the planes do 400 mph towards each other.

There is of course a team of mechanics known as the Blues behind the display team and their skills, knowledge and experience is vital to the Red Arrows. The Reds are in the air but it is the Blues that put them there. 

Everything must be totally accurate and lined up and it is Red 1 who tells everyone what they are doing and when.

Under the planes is a vessel that looks like a bomb but it is a vessel containing diesel fuel which is pumped out to vaporise near the engine and food dye is added to make the coloured smoke we see emitted behind the planes in their displays.

There have been female Red Arrows - Flt Lt Kirsty Stewart, formerly Moore joined them in 2010 and flew with the team for 2 years. Last year Red 1 was a female.

All operations of the team are paid for by the British aerospace industry and it is hoped that the team will continue to provide amazing displays for many years to come although there may be changes to the type of planes they fly as the Hawks are now 50 years old. 

The next Denbigh and District Probus Club meeting will be on Monday October 6th at Tweedmill in St Asaph, when the speaker will be Dave Ellis who will give a talk about The Point of Ayr Colliery.

Denbigh and District Probus Club is a group of business or professional women and men either approaching or enjoying retirement or semi-retirement.

New members are always warmly welcomed to the Denbigh and District Probus Club meetings.
For further information have a look at the club web site denbighprobus.com or contact stevetootell@gmail.com
